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8 CEN E, Sherwood Fereſt. 
| Enter ſeveral Courtiers, as if . 
1 Court. Is horrid dark! and this wood, 1 
| | believe, has neither end nor fide. 
=_ 4h Court. You mean, to get out at; for we have 
bound one in, you ſee. - rt SET Re Wn 
24 Court. I wiſh our good King Harry had kept 
ear home to hunt; in my mind, the pretty tame 
eer in London, make much better ſport than the 
wild ones in Sherwood Fareft, 3 
= 34 Core, I can't tell which way his Majeſty went, 
or whether any body is with him or not; but let 
keep together, pray, . | 


= 4th. Court. Ay, ay, like true courtiers, take care | 
f ourſelves, Whatever becomes of maſter. 101k 
24 Cart, Well, it's a terrible thing to be loſt in | 
he dark, F VVV 
4 Curt. It is. And yet it's ſo common a caſe, 
hat one would not think it ſhould be at all fo. 
hy, we are all of us loſt in the dark every day of 
or lives. Knaves keep us in the dark by their 
onning, and fools by their ignorance. Divines loſe | 
vs in dark myfteries; lawyers in dark caſes; and 
ſtateſmen in dark intrigues: Nay, the light of rea- 
bon, which we ſo much boaſt of, what is it but a 
ark-lanthorn, - which juſt ſerves to prevent us from 
onning our noſe againſt a poſt, perhaps; but is no 


m 


gore able to lead us out of the dark mills of error 


and ixnorance, in which we are loſt, than an ignis 
atuus would be to conduct us out of this wood. 
Court. But, my lord, this is no time for pre ach- 
is, methinks. And, for all your morals, day- 
licht would be much preferable to this darkneſs, I 
== 34 Court. Indeed wou'd it. But, come, let us go 
on we ſhall find ſome houſe or other by and by, + 
= 4 Court, Come along,  [Exeunt. 
g Enter the King alone. e 
No, no, this can be no public road, that's certain. 
am loſt, quite loſt, indeed. Of what advantage is 
WP now to be a King? Night ſhews me no reſpect: 
= cannot ſee better, nor walk ſo well as anothe! 
"an. What is a King? Is he not wiſer than an- 
cher man? Not without his counſellors, I plainly 
ad. Is he not more powerful? I oft have been- 
ld fo, indeed; but what now can my power com- 
Wand? Ts he not greater and more magnificent? 
ben ſeated on his throne, and ſurrounded with 
obles and flatterers, perhaps he may think ſo; but 
en loſt in a wood, alas! what is he but a common 
n? His wiſdom knows not which is north and 


— 


N ich is ſouth; his power a beggar's dog would 


| Ifalſe attributes? Well, in loſing the monarch, I 


have found the man. wh | p TY 
Et | | 4 be report of & gun 1s . 
Hark ! ſome villain, card is 3 41 K it beit 
to do? Will my Majeſty protect me? No. Throw 
Majeſty aſide then, and let manhood do it. 
. Ener the Miller. K 
Miller. 1 believe I hear the rogue! Who's there? 
King, No rogue, I aſſure you, 7; 
Miller. Little better, fliend, I believe, Who fir'd 


that gun ? 4 
King. Not I, indeed. © _ | 
Miller. You lie, I believe, 

King. Lie! lie! how ſtrange it ſeems 
be talk'd to in this ſtile. [Afde.] Upon my word 1 


ſhot one of the King's deer, have you not ? | 
| King. No, indeed; I owe the King more reſpect. 
I heard a gun go off, indeed, and was afraid ſome 
robbers might have been near. 2 

Miller. I'm not bound to believe this, friend. Pray 


- 


who are you? what's your name? 
King. Name! 
Miller. Name 
name, have not you ? Where do 
What is your buſineſs here? | 
King. Theſe are queſtions IJ have not been us'd to, 
honeſt man. | 1 8 . 


neſt man would be atraid to anſwer, I think. So, if 

you can give no better account of yourſelf, 1 ſhall 

make bold to take you along with me, if you pleaſe. 
King, With you! what authority have you to 


an account, Sir. I am John Cockle, the Miller of 
Mansfield, one of his Majefty's keepers in this fo- 


himſelf than you have done, I promiſe you. 
King · I muſt ſubmit to my on authority. L ; 
Very well, Sir, 1 am glad to hear the King has fo 
good an officer; and fince-I find you have his au- 
| thority, I will give you a better account of myſelf, 
if you will do rae the favour to hear it. | 


but let's hear what you can ſay for yourſelf ? 


Kin . 
E 0! as you, and, perhaps, ſhould be as unwilling 
to ſte any. wrong done' him. 1 came down with 


| this'woody/ and have loſt my way. - | 
Miller. This does not ſound well: if you have 


3 ark at; and his greatneſs the beggar would not how 
_ 4nd yet how oft are we puffed up with theſe 


been 0 hunting, pray where is your horſe ? 


Miller. May be ſo; but tRey are queſtions no ho- 


Miiller. The King's authority, if I muſt give you 


reſt of Sherwood; and I will let no ſuſpected fellow 
paſs this way, that cannot give a better account of 


Miller. It's more than you deſerve, I believe; 


to me to | 


Miller, Come, come, arrah, confeſs . you have 4 


| yes, name. Why you have a 
you come from ? 1 


I have the honour to belong to the King, | | 


him to hunt in this foreſt, and the chace leading un 1 
to-day a great way from home, I am beniglited in 8 


e. 1 have fired my horfe, fo that he lay down 
under me, and I was obliged to leave him. 
Miller. If I thought I might believe this now. 
an. I not uſed to lie, honeſt man. 
; 1. Miller What! do you live at court, and not lie? 
that's a likely ſtory, indeed ! | Fo, 
King. Be that as it will, I ſpeak truth now, I af- 
ſure you; and, to convince you of it, if you will 
attend me to Nottingham, it I am near it, or give 
me a night's lodging in your own houſe. Here is 
WW - ſomething to pay you for your trouble; and, if that 
is not ſufficient, I 
To your utmoſt deſire, S | 
= Miller, Ay, now I am convinced you are a cour- 
tier; here is à little bribe for to-day, and a large 
promiſe for to-morrow, both in a breath. Here, 
take it again, and take this along with i. — ohn 
Cockle is no courtier; he can do what he ought— 
— . 7 T3777. 7 
King. Thou art a very extraordi 


— 
* 


þ 


nary. man, I muſt 
acquainted with thee, | | , 
Miller. Thee! and thou! pr'ythee don't thee and 
thou me: I believe I am as good a man as yourſelf, 
| at leaſt, | „ 
ug. Sir, I beg your pardon : 
4Y Miller. Nay, 1 am not angry, friend; only I don't 
ſove to be too familiar with any body, before I know 
= whether they deſerve it or not. e 
| King. You are in the right. But what am I to do? 
Miller. You may do what you pleaſe. You are 
twelve miles from Nottingham, and all the way thro' 
| this thick wood; but if you are reſolved upon going 
{i thither to night, I will put you in the road, and di- 
| edt you the beſt I can; or if you will accept of 
| ſuch poor entertainment as a miller can give, you 
- ſhall be welcome to ſtay all night, and in the morn- 
ing I will go with you myſell 
Y! King. And cannot you go with me to night? 
= Mille. I would not go with you to-night if you 
; were the King, 4g x a | 
= King. Then I muſt 
=_.* SCENE cha 
EE Dick alone. 


|. Well, dear Mansfield, I am glad to ſee thy face 
| again. But my heart aches, methinks, for fear 


1 


go with you, I think. [ Exe. 
npes to the Town f Mansfield. 05 


| - to their power. Yet the letter ſeems to be wrote 
| with an air of ſincerity, I confeſs; and the girl was 
it never us d to lie, till ſhe kept a lord company. Let 
me ſee, Flt read it once more 
2 Dear Richard, | 8 
In at laſ (tho' much tos late 
„ injury ne to us by that eſo 
think you falſe; be contriv'd theſe letters wobich I ſend 
| Von, to make me think you juſt upen the 2 of being mar- 
Nied to another, a thought ] could not bear ait h patience; 
= fo, aiming at revenge on you, conſented to my on undo- 
1 But, for your own ſake, I beg you to return hither, 
er I have ſome hopes of being able to do you juſtice, which 
db. only comfort of your moſh did, but ever fle 
amy ” Peggy. 
There can be no cheat in this, fure! The letters 
the has ſent are, 1 think, a proof of her ſincerity. 


for me) e of 


Ian not far from the houſe, | believe. 


"The King and the Miller of Mansfield. 
has with it loft her eaſe, and alt 


thortly be reveng'd on that deceitfyl lord. 


ill ſatisfy you in the morning to | 


Enter Richard, who flands looking on ber at a diftancy 2 


oon; and I ſhould be glad, methinks, to be farther 


this ſhould be only a trick of theirs to get me in- th 


ing ourſelves at his Majeſty's feet, and complaining 


man, who made me 


Well, I will go to her, however: I cannot think 
we sil again betray me; If ſhe has as much tender-| 
F neſs left for me, as, in fpite of her ilt ufage, II 
Kill feel for her, Pm ſure ſhe won't. Let me ſee, | 


f her happineſs. Be. 
lieving, cheated fool! to think him falſe, - 
_- Phacbe, Be patient, Madam; 1 hope you will 
_ Peg, + hope I hall, for that were juſt revenge, 
But will revenge make me happy? Will it excuſe Wi 
my falſhood? Wilk it reſtore me to the heart of my 
much-injur'd love? Ah! no, That blooming iq. 
nocence he us'd to praife, and call the greateſt beau- Wi 
ty of our ſex, is gone. I have no charm left that 
might renew the flame I took ſuch pains to q#nch. Wl 

5 | Knocking at the dow if 
See who's there. O heavens, tis he! Alas! tha 
ever I ſhou'd be aſham' d to ſee the man I love 1 


ſhe ꝛuecpinnng. v 
Dick. Well, Peggy, (but I ſuppoſe you're Madam, 
now, in that fine drets) you fee you have brought: Wi 
me back; is it to triumph in your falſhood? or an Wi 
I to recejve the lighted leavings of your fine lord? 

Peg. O Richard! after the injury 1 have dom 
you, I cannot, lock on you without confuſion: But 
do not think fo hardly of me; I ſtay'd not i bel 
lighted by him, for the moment I diſcover'd his v 
plot on you, I fled his fight, nor could he ever pre- 
vail to ſee me fince, Fs 5 7 

Dic. Ah, Peggy! you were too haſty in belier. Wh 
ing; and much I fear, the vengeance aim'd at me, Wl 
had other charms to recommend it to you: ſuch 
bravery as that [pointing to Ber claaths.] I had not u 

beſtow; but if a tender honeſt heart could pleaſe, a 
vou had it all; and if F wiſh'd for more, twas fo 

your fake. 2 | 8e 2 
Peg. O Richard! when you confider the wickelal 
ſtratagem he contriv'd to make me think you bat Wl 
and deceitful, F hope you will, at Jeaft, pity my 
folly, and, in ſome meaſyre, excuſe my falihood; i 
that you will forgive me, I dare not hope. 3 

Dick. To be forc'd to fly from my friends ani 
country, for a crime that I was innocent of, is ai 
injury that I cannot eafily forgive, to be ſure: bu 
if you are lefs guilty of it than IT thought, I ſhall 
be very glad; and if your defign be really as yu 
ſay, to clear me, and to expoſe the baſenefs of hin 
that betray'd and ruin'd you, T will join with 5, 
with all my heart, But how do you propofe to Bl 


Peg. The King is now in this foreſt a hunting, Wl 
and our young lord is every day with him: Now, I 
think, if we could take ſome opportunity of throu- 
of the in) | s it might, 
perhaps, have ſome effect upon him. _ 
Dick. If we were ſuffer'd to make him ſenſible «Wi 
it, perhaps it might; bur the comphaints of fuch i 
tle folks as we ſeldom reach the ears of Majeſty. 
Peg. We can but try. | 
Dick. Well, if you will but go with me to ny 
father's, and ſtay . till fuch an opportunity hap 
| pens, I ſhall believe you in earneſt, and will jon 
with you in your deilgns * 3 6 «Ol 
seg: I will do any thing, to con 
lincerity, and to make. ſatisfactio 
which, have been done you. 

Dick. Will you 8 n 
eg. I'll be with you in leſs than an hour. 


uſtice of one of his courtiers 


* . 


. 


vince you of m 
n for the 1nju!ls 


* 4 


| 6 80 EN E changes to a Room. 
Phe. Pray, Madam, make yourſelf eafy, 


8 


| 7 [Exit, N 


| | | . Ab, Phebe ! ſhe- that. has loſt ker virtue, 


SCENE, Aae to the Mill. ; 
Mlargery and Kate knitting. _ ar 
' Kate. O dear, I would not ſee a ſpirit for all MT" 
World; but 1 love dearly te heat Lories of theg 5 


u, and what ties? 


I tht 


5 Tay. Kate, 90 and ſee who's at the door. 


| I Dick. [Without } What! won't you let me in? 
. O gemini! it's like our Dick, I think :| 
certainly dead, and it's his ſpirit. 


3 Mar. d we both open it. 


2 Dick. Dear mother, how do you do? I thought 
= would not have let me in, 


1 as ſo frighted, 1 did not know what to do. 


| 1 Dick. Very well, Kate. 
er. He he ard a gun go off uſt now, and he 8 


1 ever, I ſuyppole ? 


I bt here?: 
lar. Vonder he is. | 
le. Has be caich'd the rogue, 1 wonder ? 


3 Mar. Who have you got? | 3 
8 Milkr. I have brought thee a ſtranger, Madge; ; 
e muſt give him a upgen and a lodging if thow 


5 Mar. You have got a better Rranger of _ own, 
a, Dick! Where is he? Why D: >! How | 


2 2 Very well, n vou, father. 
= Kin 

90 Miller. Faith, Sir, you muſt excuſe me; I was | 
cage to ſee my boy, 
have not ſeen him theſe four years. 
i Well, 1 ſhall once a my lie have the hap- 
Wnels of being treated as à common man; and of 
einge hbwman nature without dilguite, 
Mir. What has brought thee heme ſo unex- 


Did. You will know that areſently,. Tn: 
Hiller. Of that by-and-bye then. We have got 


: 2 this honeſt gentleman, who came down with 


g y it ſcoms, and has loſt his way. Come, Madge, 
hat thou can't get for ſupper. Kill a couple 


cher of ale. We are famous, Sir, at Maneficld, 
Pr good ale, and for honeſt fellows that know how nothing thou haſt ſeen yet. 


wt like to 


, And fo at lafty in a diſmal, hollow tone, it 


— — 
2 a abe door frights them both; bo | 
ſcream cut, and throw down their knitting. ] 
. dad Kates Lord bleſs us! What's that ? | 
ate, O dear mother, it's ſome judgment upon 
m afraid. They ſay, talk of the devil, and 


—— AY 


"are, I durſt not go, mother; do you go. 
* Come, let's both 80. 

ate. Now don't ſpeak as if you was afraid. 
far. No, 1 won't if I can help it, Who's there? 


Mar. Heav'n forbid ! I think in my n it's 's he| 
ſelf. Open the door, Kate, 
ales Nay, do . 


LY 


T, the * 
Enter Dick. LOS qen 


ar. Dear child, I'm overjoy'd to ee thee ; but 
ate. Dear brother, I am glad to * vou; how 
e you done this long while? 

But where's my father ? 


eto ſce who tis. 
ick. What they love veniſon at Mansfield as well 


ate. Ay, 2nd they will have two 
lier. Mues. e W Kate! bring a 


Enter the King and the Miller, 


an tell you : Dick's come, 
t, my lad ? | 
A little more, and you had puſh'd me down. 


He has been at London, 


| Afde.. 


Qed 7 * 


e King down in the foreit a hunting this feaſon, 


$ Majeſty from London, has been with em to- 
the beſt fowls; 


and go you, Kate, and draw a 


drink it, 


The King and the Mile of Mensfietd. 


| a 


freedom is a happineſs unknown to Linge 


4 


„ Then Idon't defire to hear m. 
te, with an earthen pi e 
Miller. So, now do you go $0 belp your mother.— | 


Sir, my hearty ſervice to you. 


King. Thank ye, Sir. This plain fincerity and 


Miller. Come, Sir. 1 | 
King. Richard, my ſervice to you. e 
Dick. Thank you, Sir. | 

Miller. Well, Dick, and how doſt thou like Lon- | 
don ? Come, tell us what thou haſt ſeen? 

Dick. Seen! I have ſeen the land of promiſe, 


Dick. The court, father. 

Miller. Thou wilt never leave joking. 5 | 
Dick. To be ferious then: I have ſeen the Gbep- | 
pointment of my hopes and expectations; z and that's 
more than one would wiſh to ſoe. 

Mille. What! would the great man, thou waſt 
recommended to, do nothing at all for thee at taſt ? 


Dick. war 3 he would promile me to the laſt ? 
M ler. 


pendents can eat promiſes? 


Dick. No, no; they never trouble their heads wp 
think, whether we eat. at al} or not. 


with hopes and expectations; this year, promiſed one 
place, the next another, and the third, in ſure and 


andi it was promiſed before; another, and J am fut 
half an hour too late; a third, and it ſtops the 


of a flatterer; a fi th, and it bribes a vote; and th 
ſixth, I am promiſed Rill, But having thus ſfept 
away four years, I awoke from my dream: My 
lord, I found, was ſo far from having it in his power 


ſto get a place for me, that he had been all this while | 


| feekeing after one for himſelf, 


Miller. Poor Dick! And is plain honeſty, then, a | 


recommendation to no place at court? 


Dick. It may recommend you to be 2 footman, 
perbaps, but nothing farther, nothing farther, in- 


{ſelf with other qualifications: You' muſt learn to 
ſay Ay, or No; to run, or ſtand; to fetch or carry, 
or leap: over a fick at the word of command. 
muſt be maſter of the arts of flattery, infinuation, 
diſſimulation, application, and ¶ point ing to his fan 
right application too, if you hope to ſueceed. 

Ling. Vou don't Somme © 2 am a courtier, me- 
thinks. | 

Dick. Not 1, Indeed 'tis no concern of mine what. 
you are. 


worſhip. There are particular exceptions, I own, 
and F hope you may be one. 
£ King. Nay, I don't want to be Aatter'd, fo ler that 


you come to London, 


again in haſte. 

Miller. No no, Dick; inſtead of depending upon 
lords promiſes, gupend upon the labour of thine on 
hands; expect nothing but what thou can'ſt earn, 
and then thou: wilt not be diſappointed. - But come, 
I want a deſcription of London; thou haſt told us 


Dick. O! tis a fine place! 1 have feen large 


ug. Good ale will be acceptable, at preſent, for (houſes with ſmall hotpicality. ; great mem do little 
un very dry," But pray, hom came your ſon to 
e you and go to London? 


to actions; and fine ladies do nothing at alt. 1 have 
| ſeen the honeſt lawyers of Weſtminſter- hall, and vht 


Mile, woke, * 1 which Dick, prehaps, 
_ Ty 


virtuous inhabitants. of *Change-alley4- the politic 
Amadmen of e menen and the with e nap 


5 


r 


Miller. Thelandof promiſe! What doſt thoumean? | 


oons ! do the courtiers think their de- ey 


1 have row _ a 
| dangled after his lordſhip ſeveral years, tantaliz'd 4 


certain hope of-———a diſappointment. One fails, 


mouth of a creditor z a fourth, and it pays the hire 3 


deed. If you look higher, you muſt furniſh your- _ 


Tom. 


If in general my character of the court is 
true, tis not my fault if it's diſagrecable to your | 


Dick. I thank ye; but 1 don't dene to „ fee it 


{pals. Here's better fuccets to TU the next time 9 


_—.-,” he King and the Al f Mano 


| Bedlam. 1 have ſeen merry tragedies, and (1d co- | 1 Keeper. For being bb dl Whatdoyou men) " 
medies; devotion at an opera, and mirth at a ſer- Who As robb'd you ? 
mon; I have ſeen fine cloaths at St. James's, and Courtier, Why did not you Juſt now demu | 
long bills at Ludgate-hill, I have ſeen poor gran- | ourTnoney, gentlemen ? 7 
geur, and rich poveity; high honours, and low flat-| 2d 2 O, the raſcals; they will ſwear : 
tery; great pride, and no merit, In ſhort, I have | robbery againſt us, I warrant. 1 
ſeen a fool with a title, a knave with a penſion, and | 4th Ceurrier. A robbery! Ay, to be ſure. ; 
an honeſt man with a thread-bare coat, Pray how | 1/ Keeper, No, no; we did not demand 
do you like London ? | money, we demanded the deer you have kill'd. 


Miller. And is this tet beſt . thou canſt 4th Courtier. The devil take the deer, I ſay ; he 

give of it? _ us a Chace of fix hours, and got away from us at 1:1 .. 

Dick, Ves. 1ff Keeper. Zoons ! ye dogs, do ye think to b 
King. Why, Richard, you are « a(atirift, find. (bot us ? I tell ye you Live this night ſhot one «| 


= Dick. 1 love to ſpeak truth, Sirz if that happens the King's deer. Did not we hear the gun go off! 
to be ſati e, I can't help it. Did not we hear you ſay, you was afraid it ſhoul 
Muller. Well, if this is London, give me my | be taken from you? 
country cottage z which, tho? it is not a great houſe, 2d Courtier, We were afraid our money ſhould be 
not a fine houſe, is my own hou'e, and I can ſhew a | taken from us. * 
teceipt for the building on't. But come, Sir, our| 1f Keeper. Come, come, no more ſhefMing : Leg 
os: ] believe, is ready for us, by this time; and ye you're all rogues, and we'll have you hany'd, you 
: to ſuch as. I have, you're welcome as a prove. way depend on't. Come, let s take them to ol 
* thank you. [Exount. Cockle's; we're not far off: we'll keep *em ther 
SCENE changes 15 the Word. © all night, and to-morrow morning we'll Wr wic 
Enter ſeveral Keepers. em be'ore the Juſtice, | 7 
„ ff Keeper: The report of a gun was ſomewhere | 41b Courtier. A very pretty eleehwvrs! . 
this way, I'm ſure, - S8 EN. E changes to the Mill. 07 
24 Keeper: Yes; but I can never believe that any King, Miller, Margery, and Dick, at Supper. ” 
body would come a deer-ftealing ſo dark a wm?!” as | Miller, Come, Sir, you muſt mend a bad ſup 
* this. | 1 with a glaſs of good ale; here's King Harry's health 
* 34 Keeper. Where did the deer Aaron to-day * | King, With all my heart. Come, Richa . 
4 Keeper. There was a herd Jay upon Ham. than here” 's King Harry's healthy; I hope you are courti 
bil, another juſt by Robin-Hood' > chair, ane A Ru, enough to pledge me, are not you? | 
| here in Mansfield Wood. | Dick, Ves, yes, Sir, 1 "1 drink the King 3 heal pu 
1/ Kreper. Ay; thoſe they have been 1 with all my heart. Di 
| 24 Keeper. But we ſhall never be able to Ra em Margery. Come, Sir, my bumble 5 to 10 ſe 


"6 to-night, * tis ſo dark. {and much good may do ye with your pour Tupper; 1 1 
34 Keeper. No, no; let's 80 bk again. | wiſh it had been better.. | Pe 
If Keeper. Z00ns! you're afraid of a broken head, | King. You need make no apologies... _ „ 
I ſuppoſe, if we ſhould find em g and ſo had rather Margery. We are. obliged to your — i in e: 
flink back again, Hark! fland cloſe, 1 hear em * cuſing our rudeneſs, 6 
= coming this Way. | | Miller. Pr'ythee, Margery, don” t trouble the zen. do! 
= Ente- the Sanden, = theman with compliments. 
EO Courtier. Did not you hear ſomebody juſt now ? Margery. Lord, huſband, if one had no more mar: e. 
Faith, I begin to be af aid we ſhall meet with ſome ners than you, the gentleman would take us all or Wn; 
- misfortune to-night, . | hogs. e 
2d Courtier, Why if any body ſhould take what wel Miller. Now 1 think, the more compliment the Hon 
have got, we have made a fine buſineſs of it. {leſs manners. ak 
34 Courtier. Let them take it if they will; I am| King, I think ſo too. Compliments in diſcouſe WK: 
0 tir'd 1 ſhall make but ſmall refiſtance. | I believe, are like ceremonies in religion; the ov: WD 
| [The Keepers ruſh upon them. has deſtroy d all true piety, and the other all Gnce- We 
5 ud Keeper. Ay, rogues, aten and villains; you | rity. and plain dealing. $ | 
bave got it, have you?  Milkr, Then a fig for all ceremony, nd comp gt 
24 Cuirtier, Indeed we bins got but very little ; ments too: sive us * hand, and let us dripk anl Wor 
but what we have, 208 48 welcome to, 1 Yoo will be merry. 
but uſe vs civilly. | King. Right, honeſt miller, let us ank and e N 
15 Keeper. O, yes! very <illy; you deſerve t to merry. Come, have you got e'er a good ſong ? | 
de us d eivilly, to be ſure. Miller. Ah! my finging days are over, but "1 on 
| 6 4th Courtier. Why, what have we done that we man Joe has got an excellent one; and if you bat 
| 5 may not be civilly us d? 8 a mind to hear it, I'll call him in. al 
| 1 Keeper. Come, come, don't trifle j ſrerdader. King. With all my TR [ 
= 1 Courtier, 1 have but three half-crowns mes” Mor Mill. Joe! e . 
ME» 7 Enter Joe. 3 
2d Ceurtier. Here's three and kix-pence for you, Miller, Come, Joe, drink boyz I ho pron 1 
gentlemen. this gentleman that you hall ling him your | | 
f 34 Courtier, Here's my watch; I have no money new ſong. 
$ at all. _ "Fee. Well, maſter, if you. have promis dit wi |þ 
f 416 Cour tier. Indeed I have nothing in my pocket | he ſhall have 3 5 N 
J but a ſnuff- ox. | " 7 9 N G. ZH | 
5 4415 Keeper. What! the dogs want to bribe us, do I. 5 
= they? No raſcals; you ſhall go before the Juitice How 3 a flate 4 the Miller Poſe s, 
= to-morrow, depend on't, * + Who would be no greater, nor fears to be teſs ! 


4th Courtier. Before the utc: What! for being On bis mill and himſelf be depends for ſuſ pot. 
. 1 \ | | e Which i it better than ruth eringing 6 at Ll 


% 


_—_ e 
. Wu. "I 
at thy el duſty and wwbiten'd dee go, 

more be's bepotvder d, the more like a beau; 

nun in this dreſs may be honeſter far | | 
1 « conrtier W "Oy — bis e and flar. -# 


' bis hands are 9. daub 4 thy re not ft to be ſeen, 
hands of bis betters are net very clean ; 

palm more polite may as . deal ; | 

d, in banding, wwi Mn, to t en like meal. 


| 1 wohen a pudding, * Ae be lacks, 
cribs, wit bout ſcruple, from other men's . 


this of right noble example be brags, 
8 0 þo borrow as freely from other men's bags. 
ON! V. 
a0 


111 be endeavour to heap an eſtate, 
this be ao mimic the tools of the late; 
boſe aim is alone their owon 1 to fill, 
all bis concern s to , to bis mill. 
1 
eats oben be's hungry, he drinks when he's ng 
| devon wwhen he's af contented does lies 
ariſes up early to work and to ſing : | 
Tr — 4 a 47 iller, 
| al. There 3 a ſong for you. | 
King, He ſhould go ſing this at court, I think. 
Dick. I believe, if he's wiſe, he will chuſe to 


er. y at home tho' 3 

ſupp! 55 e © gs | 
ealth, iller. What wind blew you hither, pray! you 
char, We a good ſhare of impudence, or you wou'd be a- 
rt nd to ſet your foot within my houſe, methinks. | 
555 eg . Aſham' d I am, indeed, but do not call me 
heat edent. | [ Weeps. 

| Dick, Dear father, ſuſpend. your anger for ine | 
0 wuß cat; that ſhe is here now is By my direction, | 


per; H to do me juſtice, - 

| Peg. To do that is all that | is now in my power; 
, as to myſelf, I am ruin'd paſt redemption; my 
rafter, my virtue, my peace, are gone: I am 
ndoned by my friends, deſpis'd by the world, and 
jos'd to miſery and want. 1 
ing, Pray let me know the ſtory of your misfor- 
es; perhaps it may be in my PRs to do ſome- 
ng towards redrefling them. 

Peg. That you may learn from him whom I have 
eng d x but as for me, ſhame will not let me 
ak, or hear it told. | 444 LExir. 


- 
in ex- 
e gels 


e man 
all for 


nts the 
ſcourſe, 


the one 
| fince* 


ng. She's very pretty. * 
Dick. O, Sir, I once ks 85 anjangel! ! Ilov'd 
r dearer than my life, and did believe her paſſion 


dhe fame for me: hut a young nobleman of this 
comply 
ok and 


d attifices were immediately employ”: d to debauch 


and e ruin her, But all his arts were vain; not even 
g? promiſe of making her his wife, could prevail 
but n her: | in a little time he found out her love to 


ou ha g and, imagining this to be the cauſe of her re- 


a, he, by forg'd letters, and feign'd ſtories,” con- 
4 to make her believe I was on the point of mar- 
ge with another woman. Poſſeſs'd with this opi- 


promis 


| more ; z and, in revenge, conſented to her own 
our 


bing, Not contented with this, nor eaſy while 
i ſo near, he brib'd one of his caſt-off mĩſtreſ- 
o wear a child to me, which the did: 
the occaſion of my leaving my friends, and fly- 
to London, 


ge And how does ſhe propoſe to do you juſtice? 


| it bim 


ghbourhood happening to ſee her, her youth and | 
joming beauty preſently ſtruck his fancy ; a thou- 


» the, in a rage, writes me word, never to ſee 


lng ana tbe mer © 


| ſuch an application. 


this“ 


"ict. Why, the King being now in this toreſt a 


7 Lures Wrong ": my liege. 1 | | 
15 King. | hope ſo, my lord; for 1 would Fain be⸗ 


| ſpeak. truth at any time. 
Lure, Whateyer ſtains my 3 muſt be falle. | 
King. I know it muſt, my lord: yet has this man, 
not knowing who I was, preſum'd to charge yo 
lordſhip, not only with great injuſtice to himſelf, _ 
but alſo with ruining an innocent virgin whom he 


Which, 


14a7N5Netd. vY 


throwing ourſelves at his majeſty's feet, and com- 
plaining of the injuſtice. done us by this nobie villain. 
Miller. Ah | Dick! I expect but little redreſs from 


only be made a jeſt of. 

aig 6 Thoſe that can make a jeſt of what ought 
to be ſhocking to humanity, ſurely deſerve not the 
name of great or noble men, 

Dick. What do you think of it, Sir ? If you be- 


long to the court, you, perhaps, may know ſome- 


thing of the King' s temper, 


Bur, pray, who is the noble- 


Dick. Do you know my lord Lyrewell?” 
Ving. Ves. 


Dick. That's the man. 5 


Enter the Keepers, leading in the Courtiers. 


the fact. 
health and ſatety. 


have ſuffer d. | 
Miller and Dick. What! is s this the King! * 
King. I am very glad to lee you, my lords, [ con- 
feſs; and particularly you, my lord Lurewell. 
Lure. Your majeity does me hunour. 


mann. 


lieve you can't be guilty of viſeneſt aud treachery, 


What dares this villain lay? | 
Dick. IJ am not to be frishted, 


lov'd, and who was to have been his wife; 
if true, were baſe and treacherous; but ! know. ris 
falſe, and therefore leave it to your lordſhip to ſay 


Jury done to your honour, 
Lure. 1 


ing be obliged to marry the creature he has traduc 4 
me with, 


King. This is mild, Well, you hear your ſentence, 


majeſty ? 

King. What canſt thou ſay? 3 

Dick. If I had your majeſty's permiſſion, I be- 
moe t have certain witneſies which will undeniably 


prove the truth of all 1 have accus ol bis lordih: ib. ot. 
King. Prod uce them. | | 


"ng we deſigu to take ſome een, of 


| 


| 


Dick. Peggy : 


Things of this nature are ſo 
common among the great, that I am afraid it would 


Xing. Why, it 1 can judge of his temper at all, 
I chin he would not ſutfer the greateſt nobleman 
in his court, to do an injuſtice to the meaneſt ſub- . 
Je ct in his kingdom. 


man that; is capable of tuch actions as thete? 


| Ming. Well, I would hawk you put your i deſign i in 
[executions Tie my opinion the king would not oge 
Illy hear your complaint, but redreſs your N Wa Ro 
5 1 Miller, 1 wiſh it may prove ſo. | 
then who'd 2 4 King 2 15 


wa 3 qe my gu eg Fr r 
N de * BY . 2 


ö * 
— — —0 3 — — — 2 
* * —— — — — = I 


_ If Keeper. Hola! Cockle! where are ye? Why, 
| man, we have nabb'd a rock of rogues here juſt in 


King. Ha, . 141 what turn'd bighwaymen, | 
my lords? or deer-ftealers? © 


I Court, I am very glad to find your majeſty in : 


2d Court. We have run thro”. a great many pexils = 
and dangers to-night: but the joy of finding your 
majeſty ſo unexpectedly, wall make us forget all we 1 | 
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King. Ves, my lord; and I will do you allicurs 003 | 
your honour has been highly n 'd IE ws young | 


Lure. I hope your majeſty will never find me he. 


my tord, 1 due s 


what puniſhment I ſhall inflict upon him, for the 5 


I thank your majeſty, I will not be ſevere ; ;- 
he ſhall only aſk my pardon, and to-morrow morn- 


Dick. May I not have leave to ſpeak defore your 
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l FER ſhould paſs on you who are guilty. 


Ve King ana zoe 
Ki * Do you hs this woman, my lord ? 
Lure. 4 know her, pleaſe your majeſty, by fight ; 


8 25 is a tenant's daughter. 


F. [Afde.] Majeſty! What, is this the king? 
75 A Ves. 
hog wo Have you no particular acquaintance with 


„ LPs Hum—1 have not ſeen her theſe ſeveral 
N ; months. 


Dicks True, my lord; and that is part of your ac- 


| evſation ; for, I believe, I have ſome Jetters which 

wall prove your lordſhip once had a more particular 
dequsiatance with her. Here is one of the firſt his 
lordſhip wrote to her, full of the tendereft and moſt 
ſolemn proteſtations of love and conſtancy; here is 


| another, which will inform your majeſty of the 
pains he took to ruin her; there is an abſolute pro- 


miſe of marriage before he could accompliſh it. 
King. What ſay you, my lord, are theſe your hand? 


Turr. T believe, pleaſe your majeſty, I might have 8 


| allctle affair of gallantry with the giri ſome time ago. 
___ King. It was a little affair, my lordz a mean af- 
fair; and what you call gallantry, I call. infamy. 


Wa you think, my lord, that greatneſs gives a ſanc-| 


tion to wickedneſs? Or that it is the prerogative of 
lords to be unjuſt and inhuman? You remember 
the ſentence which yourſelf pronounced upon this 
innocent man; you cannot think it hard that it 


Lure. 1 hope your majeſty will conſider my raxks 


Ts and not oblige me to marry her. 


King. Your rank, my lord: Greatneſs that ſtoops 
ta actions baſe and low, deſerts its rank, and pulls 


des honour down. What makes your lordſhip great! 


is it your gilded equipage and dreſs? then put it on 


| 3 Your meaneſt ſlave, and he's as great as you. Is it 
pour riches or eſtate ? the villain that ſhould plun- 
däͤer you of all, would chen be as great as you. No, 


my lord, he that acts greatly, is the true great man. 
I therefore think you ought, in Juſtice, to marry 
her you thus have wrong d. 

Peg, Let my tears thank your majeſty. But alas! 


1 . I am afraid to marry this young lord; that would 


only give him power to uſe me worſe, and ſtill in- 


| creaſe my miſery : I therefore beg your majeſty will 
not command him to do it, E 
King. Rite then, and hear me. My lord, you © 
fee how low the greateſt nobleman may be reduced | 
by ungen'rous actions. Here is, under your own | 
hand, an abſolute promiſe of marriage to this young 
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chance à wor 
nce, 5 every courtier be it known, —- 
Fi irtue + far Jo n 22 2 the bras. | 


92 4 


woman, which, Groiin a thorough knowledge on 
yn" per the has ly declined © 
1 hall therefore not infiſt upon it; 
[ command you, upon pain of my diſpleaſure, 2 
mediatelyto ſettle on her three hundred pound: 
Peg. May heaven reward your majeſty's good? 
Tig too much for me; but if your majeſty u, 
fit, let it be ſettled upon this much-injur'd ma 
make ſome ſatisfaftion for the wrongs which i 
been done him. As to my ſelf, I only ſought 89 
the innocence of him I lov'd and wrong'd, then 
me from the world, and die forgiven. = 
Dick. This act of gen'rous virtue cancels 1 
failings; come to my arms, and be as dear as e 
Peg. You cannot, ſure, forgive me = 
Dick. 1 can, I do, and Bll win make vou 1 
Peg. O! Why did Jever wrong ſuch gen rous 
Dick. Talk no more of it. Here let us kneel, 
oak the goodneſs which has made us bleſt. 
M ay you be hap 3 
14 Fon fo mud 
your ——— 8 3 I cannot deſpair of pu 
even for the rough uſage your majeſty received i 


* [TheKing draws his fevordl ; the Miller is fi F 
he was going to l 
What have I done, that I ſhould loſe my life? | 
» Kneel without fear. 
ſo far are you from having any thing to pardon, ij 
1 am much your debtor. I cannot think but { == 
| and honeſt a man will make a worthy and hom, 
able knight; ſo riſe ups Sir John Cocke : 210. 
ſupport your ſtate, and in ſome ſurt reguite the 
fure you have done. us, a thouſand marks a rent 44 
be your revenue. 3-1 
Millkr. Your majeſty's bounty I receive | 
thankfulneſs; I have been guilty of na meannci 
obtain i it, and hope I ſhall not be obliged to ke 
upon baſe conditions; for, tho' I am willing tov” 
faithful ſubject, I am reſolved to be 2 free and? 
benen 1 * 
I rely upon 
eta of ſuch 23 I ſhall always thin 
addition to my happineſs, tho' a king. ä 
4 orth, in rege 3 
of all men, ou 4 4 
ents ſo cloſe beſie 
fe <5. — $ oblig'd 


ps tt inking 


No, mi 200 0 


r being 0 and, to off 3 


is ſure a prize, 
not to deſpiſe; 
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